APPENDIX B
in a proper academic atmosphere of t arefication, are in
any way boring. Besides being a waste of life, they are
what is known as "good intellectual disciplines." As a
professor of pure economics once said, with his feet
on the mantelshelf: "Economics is such a delectable
subject."
Under Soviet collectivism, on the other hand,
economic theory is simple. What, for instance, is
demand? Demand is the approximate nature of
people's wants. What is supply? Supply is just
supply, nothing more nor less. What is saving?
Saving is the devotion of labour to the production of
goods in the future. What is spending? Spending is
the devotion of labour to the production of goods to
be consumed in the short period.
Under capitalism, although the answers to these
questions are, of course, ultimately the same as those
given above, the intellectual difficulties of arriving at
them are immense and the confusion of the public
mind quite astonishing. The debacle of Communism
is that it knocks all the mystery out of economics and
nobody has any difficulty in understanding its first
principles at all.
What of the problem of surplus goods? Surplus
piles of commodities in the Soviet Union can come
into existence only by chance or as the result of